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Health  Department, 

8 Cleveland  Place  East, 
Bath. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the 
Bathavon,  Keynsham,  and  Frome 
District  Councils. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Increased  prevalence  of  most  of  the  infectious  diseases  was 
experienced  throughout  the  area  during  the  year. 

Measles  reached  epidemic  force  and  the  incidence  of  scarlet 
fever,  pneumonia,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  poliomyelitis  was 
greater  in  each  case  than  last  year.  A fatal  case  of  measles,  the  first 
for  many  years,  was  a salutary  reminder  that  the  disease  can  still 
cause  death  in  spite  of  the  advantages  of  modern  chemotherapy  in 
preventing  complications.  A more  pleasing  feature  of  the  health 
statistics  was  the  occurrence  of  only  one  case  of  food-poisoning,  and 
this  of  a very  mild  nature.  Also  the  fact  that  the  infantile  mortality 
rate,  which  mounted  to  24.91  last  year  fell  to  15.33  which  is  only 
1.67  higher  than  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded  in  this  area.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  is  usually  regarded  as  evidence  of  satisfactory 
social  circumstances  in  an  area  but  credit  may  equally  be  given  to  the 
doctors  for  maintaining  a very  satisfactory  standard  of  midwifery 
practice. 

It  is  with  pleasure  and  a deep  sense  of  appreciation  that  I pay 
tribute  to  the  friendly  assistance  and  co-operation  which  I receive 
year  after  year  from  the  members  of  my  constituent  authorities 
and  their  staffs. 


Yours  faithfully, 

R.  H.  G.  H.  Denham. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


SCARLET  FEVER 

There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  notified  during  the  year,  69  as  against  last  year’s  figure 
of  38.  The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  the  urban  districts.  Only  7 
of  the  69  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

MEASLES 

Measles  reached  epidemic  proportions  in  some  parts  of  the  area 
and  646  cases  were  notified  compared  with  10  last  year.  For  the  first 
time  for  many  years  a death  was  recorded  and  this  is  a reminder  that 
measles  can  still  be  a very  serious  disease  which  requires  care  and 
vigilance  in  regard  to  its  treatment  and  control. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

The  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  was  almost 
exactly  the  same  as  last  year,  136  as  against  137.  This  number  may 
still  justify  one’s  optimism  in  hoping  that  the  downward  trend  in  the 
incidence  of  this  disease  for  the  past  four  years  may  be  due  to  the 
protective  immunisation  against  it  which  is  being  practised  by  the 
general  practitioners  in  the  area. 

PNEUMONIA 

Notifications  of  pneumonia  increased  from  25  to  35.  Three 
were  admitted  to  hospital  compared  with  7 last  year  and  two  deaths 
occurred,  both  of  the  acute  influenzal  type,  compared  with  one  last 
year. 


DIPHTHERIA 

One  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified,  a little  girl  of  four  years, 
but,  fortunately,  after  extensive  investigation  it  was  decided  that  it 
was  not  a case  of  clinical  diphtheria.  I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Paul 
Mann,  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bath,  for  the  following 
account  of  his  investigation  into  this  case. 

” The  child  from  whose  throat  this  organism  was  isolated 
was  reported  by  the  family  doctor  to  have  an  exudative  tonsili- 
tis.  On  first  isolation  the  organism  was  regarded  as  C.  Diph- 
theriae  gravis.  Subsequent  investigation  showed  that  the  strain 
is  urease  positive  and  a gelatin  liquefier.  In  addition  the  fol- 
lowing biochemical  reactions  were  obtained  in  Hiss’  serum 
water  medium  : — 

Glucose  Acid.  Clot. 

Maltose  Acid. 

Saccharose  Nil 

Starch  Acid.  Clot 
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Virulence  tests  were  performed  on  guinea-pigs  by  sub- 
cutaneous injection  and  intradermal  injection  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Subcutaneous  injection  : 

Antitoxin  protected  animal  survived. 

Test  animal.  Death  in  18  hours  with  adrenal  haemor- 
rages. 

Intradermal  injection  : 

Antitoxin  protected  animal.  Positive. 

Test  animal.  Skin  reaction  positive.  Death  in  48 
hours. 

Household  contacts  of  the  patient  yielded  negative  nose  and 
throat  swabs. 

A pint  bottle  of  raw  T.T.  milk  as  supplied  to  the  household 
by  their  regular  dairyman  passed  the  statutory  Methylene  Blue 
test  but  yielded  a profuse  growth  of  C.  ulcerans,  identical  in 
colonial  appearance  and  biochemical  reactions  with  the  patient’s 

Strain. 

Examination  of  the  dairyman  and  his  assistants  showed 
no  cutaneous  sores,  and  throat  and  nose  swabs  were  negative. 

The  herd  concerned  was  investigated  with  the  help  of  the 
Superintendent  V'eterinary  Officer  from  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries,  Animal  Health  Division.  There  was  a 
history  of  a herd  epidemic  of  acute  mastitis  in  late  Spring  and 
early  Summer.  Several  cows  showed  clinical  evidence  of  recent 
or  active  mastitis.  Several  strains  of  C.  ulcerans  were  isolated 
from  milk  as  taken  through  the  milking  machine,  and  these 
resembled  the  strains  isolated  previously.  Animal  virulence 
tests  were  positive,  and  in  one  instance  it  was  noted  that  the 
antitoxin  protected  animal  died  with  a positive  blood  culture, 
whereas  the  test  animal  also  perished  but  with  a negative  blood 
culture. 

Veterinary  advice  was  given,  and  on  re-testing  the  herd  on 
several  occasions  after  an  interval  of  5 weeks,  no  further  evi- 
dence of  active  infection  was  found." 

ERYSIPELAS 

As  last  year,  one  case  of  erysipelas  was  notified. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

A sharp  rise  occurred  in  the  tuberculosis  notifications,  74  being 
received  compared  with  58  for  the  previous  year.  This  was  largely 
accounted  for,  however,  by  cases  transferred  from  other  authorities 
and  was  not  evidence  of  any  increased  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the 
area.  With  the  movement  of  large  numbers  of  people  from  one  local 
authority  area  to  another  this  must  invariably  happen. 


5 


Units  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  of  the  South  W'est 
Regional  Hospital  Board  paid  visits  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 
12th  to  13th  April  ; Messrs.  Tate  & Lyle,  Keynsham. 

24th  to  27th  May  : Health  Centre,  Frome. 

19th  to  22nd  December  : Weymouth  Hospital,  Frome. 


Attendances  were  : 

Messrs.  Tate  & Lyle 
Health  Centre,  Frome 
Weymouth  Hospital 


Male 

Female 

Total 

88 

83 

171 

940 

764 

1704 

95 

134 

229 

The  attendance  at  the  Frome  Health  Centre  showed  an  increase 
of  328  over  last  year’s  figure. 


FOOD  POISONING 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  compared  with  3 last 
year.  This  was  a baby  of  three  months  whose  mild  diarrhoea  was 
found  to  be  due  to  salmonella  enteritidis.  The  probable  source  of 
the  infection  was  a relative  who  prepared  the  child’s  milk  while  she 
herself  was  suffering  from  mild  diarrhoea.  The  organism  was  not 
recovered,  however,  from  any  of  the  further  specimens  taken.  The 
child  made  a complete  recovery. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

The  area  experienced  more  poliomyelitis  this  year  than  last, 
the  number  of  cases  rising  from  4 to  12.  These  were  evenly  dis- 
tributed and  mostly  of  a mild  nature.  There  were  no  deaths  and  less 
residual  paralysis  than  usual. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  decided  to  put  into 
operation  a scheme  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  this 
disease.  This  was  only  after  they  had  satisfied  themselves  completely 
as  to  the  safety  of  the  vaccine  which  was  to  be  employed.  The  details 
of  the  scheme  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Medical  Research  Council 
and  the  responsibility  for  the  giving  of  the  actual  protective  injec- 
tions will  be  placed  on  the  local  health  authorities.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  scheme  will  have  the  same  ultimate  success  in  the  reduction 
of  poliomyelitis  as  that  which  has  been  achieved  by  the  diphtheria 
immunisation  scheme  in  the  reduction  of  diphtheria. 


MENINGITIS  AND  ENCEPHALITIS 

One  case  of  meningitis  was  notified  as  last  year. 

DYSENTERY 

Sonne  dysentery  made  its  appearance  in  one  part  of  the  area. 
The  cases  were  contacts  of  a fairly  wide  outbreak  in  a neighbouring 
authority  area.  No  general  spread  occurred  from  this,  however,  and 
only  5 cases  in  all  were  notified. 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

ALL  AREAS 


Under 
1 week 

1^ 

weeks 

1—6 

months 

6—12 

months 

Total 

Pneumonia 

1 



2 



3 

Atelectasis 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Meningococcal  septicae- 
mia ... 

1 

1 

Infection  of  myelocele 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Birth  injury' 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Internal  hydrocephalus 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Prematurity 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

1 

4 

1 

14 

STATISTICAL  TABLE 

The  figures  in  this  Table  represent  the  birth  rates,  death  rates 
and  infantile  mortality  rates  for  the  combined  districts  for  the  six 
years  period,  1950 — 1955  mth  the  comparative  figures  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Birth 

rate 

Death 

rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

rate 

Combined  districts 

1950 

17.94 

10.61 

21.99 

England  and  Wales 

1950 

15.8 

11.6 

29.8 

Combined  districts 

1951 

16.55 

11.29 

13.66 

England  and  Wales 

1951 

15.5 

12.5 

29.6 

Combined  districts 

1952 

16.05 

9.52 

20.74 

England  and  Wales 

1952 

15.3 

11.3 

27.6 

Combined  districts 

1953 

15.91 

10.05 

18.84 

England  and  Wales 

1953 

15.5 

11.4 

26.8 

Combined  districts 

1954 

17.39 

10.91 

24.91 

England  and  Wales 

1954 

15.2 

11.3 

25.5 

Combined  districts 

1955 

16.68 

10.79 

15.33 

England  and  Wales 

1955 

15.0 

11.7 

24.9 

There  was  a shght  reduction  in  the  birth  rate  from  17.39  to 
16.68  which  is  about  the  average  figure  for  the  past  six  years.  The 
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death  rate  was  very  slightly  reduced  from  10.91  to  10.79.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  fell  from  24.91  to  15.33,  the  second  lowest 
figure  ever  recorded  for  the  area. 

All  figures  compare  favourably  with  those  of  the  country  as  a 
whole. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

The  ever  increasing  problems  associated  with  the  aged  in  the 
area  made  it  necessary  to  make  even  more  visits  under  Section  47 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  All  cases  were  dealt  with 
satisfactorily  without  the  employment  of  compulsory  removal. 


S 


BATHAVON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated,  mid-Year,  1955  19,430 

Area  of  the  District 39,996  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to  Rate 

Books,  1955  5,963 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  3 -25 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  1955/56  ....  £450 

Rateable  Value,  April,  1955  ;^110,171 


Chairman  of  the  Council  ....  R.  O.  J.  Whitemore,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Chairman  of  the  Health  and 

Highway  Committee  ....  H.  J.  Cotton,  Esq. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  C.  C.  Axford,  Cert. 

M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  H.  C.  L.  Morris,  Cert.  S.I.B., 

M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.T. 

Health  Department  Clerk  ....  Miss  Tennant 

Council  Offices  : 

30  Westgate  Buildings,  Bath 

Telephone:  Bath  5391/5 

Health  Department : 

8 Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath 

Telephone:  Bath  5391/5 
Direct  Line:  Bath  60886 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers,  total  291. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

137 

139 

276 

Illegitimate  

5 

10 

15 

142 

149 

291 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

3 

3 

6 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1955  15-72 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  21  -21 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  ....  9 -60 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  14  -80 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  15  -40 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
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DEATHS 

The  number  ot  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  220,  105  males  and  115  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

4 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

1 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

1 

6 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

1 

3 

„ ,,  breast  

— 

3 

3 

,,  ,,  uterus  

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  13/mphatic  neo- 
plasms 

11 

9 

20 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

10 

25 

35 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

20 

9 

29 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

22 

32 

54 

Other  circulatory  disease  

6 

5 

11 

Influenza  

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

8 

Bronchitis 

4 

— 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

3 

1 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

- — 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

8 

10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

All  other  accidents  

1 

4 

5 

Suicide  

2 

4 

6 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

105 

115 

220 

11 


Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

There  were  5 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  2 male  and 
3 female,  divided  as  follows 

Under  1 week  ....  3 1 — 4 weeks  ....  1 

1 — 6 months  ....  — 6 — 12  months  ....  1 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles  .... 

322 

1 



Scarlatina  (Scarlet  Fever) 

9 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Paratyphoid  fever .... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

■ — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

Dysentery  

5 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

79 

— 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

6 

2 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  .... 

3 

— 

2 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

4 

3 

• — • 

Acute  encephalitis  

— 

— ■ 

— 

Typhus  

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

— 

■ — • 

■ — 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 



■ 

Erysipelas  

1 

— 

— 

Malaria  .... 

■ 





Plague  

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

1 

— 

— 

430 

7 

12 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Twenty-eight  cases  of  pulmonary  and  7 cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were  4 deaths  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Total 

pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Cases  on  Register,  1.1.55 

51  33 

4 

9 

55  42 

New  cases,  1955 

17  11 

3 

4 

20  15 

68  44 

7 13 

75  57 

Cases  removed  ... 

6 5 

— 1 

6 6 

On  Register,  31.12.55  ... 

62  39 

7 12 

69  51 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


THE  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 
Areas  supplied  by  the  District  Council 
Bathampton 

Careful  management  of  the  local  supply  together  with  the  bulk 
supply  obtained  from  the  Corporation  has  ensured  an  uninterrupted 
service  to  the  village.  The  quality  of  the  water  has  been  satisfactory. 
Negotiations  with  Bath  Corporation  for  supplying  all  parts  of  the 
parish  have  not  yet  reached  finality. 

Bathford 

The  supplementary  supply  received  from  the  Royal  Engineers 
Works  in  Wiltshire  enabled  an  uninterrupted  supply  to  be  given  to 
the  village  except  for  short  periods  at  night  during  the  summer 
months.  The  quality  of  the  water  was  satisfactory.  The  above 
remarks  with  regard  to  the  negotiations  with  Bath  Corporation  also 
apply  to  this  parish. 
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Combe  Hay 

This  supply  serves  the  parishes  of  Wellow,  Dunkerton,  Camer- 
ton,  Combe  Hay,  Shoscombe,  Peasedown  and  Priston.  The  water 
was  sufficient  for  all  purposes  during  the  year  although  it  was 
necessary  to  ask  for  economy  in  its  use  during  the  worst  of  the 
drought  period.  An  extension  to  supply  the  hamlet  of  New  Buildings 
was  completed  during  the  year.  The  water  was  at  all  times  pure. 

Monkton  Combe 

The  thirty-five  houses  supplied  by  the  District  Council  received 
an  adequate  and  satisfactory  supply. 

Upper  Swainswick 

The  supply  to  this  hamlet  was  unsatisfactory  during  the  summer 
months.  The  local  springs  were  insufficient  and  this,  coupled  with 
inadequate  storage  capacity,  caused  considerable  curtailment  of  the 
supply  and  it  was  necessary  to  haul  water  to  supplement  the  supply. 
Negotiations  are  still  proceeding  with  a view  to  the  entire  hamlet 
being  supplied  in  toto  by  Bath  Corporation. 

Swinford 

The  District  Council’s  supply  to  Swinford  is  gradually  being 
discontinued  as  connections  are  made  to  the  recently  laid  main  of  the 
West  Gloucester  Water  Company.  The  supply  was  adequate  for  the 
limited  use  made  of  it. 

Hinton  Charterhouse 

Adequate  bulk  supplies  of  water  were  available  from  Bath 
Corporation  to  give  a pure  and  uninterrupted  supply  throughout  the 
year. 

Marksbury 

During  part  of  the  drought  period  the  Clutton  District  Council 
had  to  curtail  the  bulk  amount  supplied  to  this  village  and  conse- 
quently there  was  some  interruption  of  the  normal  service.  Later 
in  the  season  an  auxiliary  supply  was  taken  from  the  Chew  Valley 
supply  and  this  enabled  a full  service  to  be  maintained. 

SUPPLIES  FROM  STATUTORY  AUTHORITIES 

The  statutory  undertakers  operating  within  the  district  are  the 
West  Gloucester  Water  Company  and  the  Bath  Corporation. 
Regular  samples  have  shown  the  water  to  be  consistently  pure. 
Sufficient  water  has  been  available  at  all  times. 

PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 

Claverton  Village 

The  supply  has  been  adequate  and  no  trouble  has  been  experi- 
enced throughout  the  year.  The  time  has  not  been  opportune  to 
proceed  further  with  the  proposal  to  take  public  mains  to  the  village. 
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Kelston 

The  supply  has  been  adequate  during  the  year. 

Compton  Dando 

The  mains  of  the  West  Gloucester  Water  Company  have  been 
made  available  to  replace  the  unsatisfactory  sources  previously  used 
and  this  has  given  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

Northstoke 

A scheme  is  at  present  being  negotiated  to  replace  the  existing 
unrehable  and  potentially  dangerous  estate  supplies  by  the  laying 
of  mains  by  the  West  Gloucester  Water  Company. 


Results  of  Samples  taken 


Raw  Water 

Chlorinated  Water 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacte? 

'iological 

Cht 

’-mical 

Satis- 

factory 

U nsatis- 
factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

U nsatis- 
factory 

Satis- 

factory 

U nsatis- 
factory 

24 

10 

— 

— 65 

1 

1 

— 

Supplies  from  Public  Mains 


Direct  to  Houses  \ By  means  of  standpipes 

i 


No.  of  houses 

Pop. 

1 

No.  of  houses  \ 

Pop. 

5,916  i 

18,700 

\ 244 

730 

Number  of  parishes  with  piped  supplies  : — 

(a)  From  public  mains  20 

(b)  From  private  source  4 

(c)  Without  a piped  supply  Nil 

All  water  supplies  are  hard  and  no  difficulties  are  experienced 
with  regard  to  plumbo  solvent  action. 


NEW  AND  EXTENDED  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year,  work  was  commenced  by  the  West  Gloucester 
Water  Company  regarding  the  extension  of  their  mains  to  serve 
Newton  St.  Loe,  Corston,  the  hamlets  of  Burnett  and  Compton 
Dando. 


1.5 


Mains  of  the  district  council  have  been  extended  to  serve  the 
group  of  houses  known  as  New  Buildings  in  the  parish  of  Peasedown. 

A bulk  supply  was  obtained  from  Bath  Corporation  to  augment 
the  supply  for  the  village  of  Bathampton  and  in  order  to  distribute 
this  water  satisfactorily  certain  mains  in  the  village  were  replaced. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  parishes  of  Bathampton,  Bathford,  Batheaston,  Claverton, 
Monkton  Combe,  Swainswick  (part),  Whitchurch,  Camerton  (part) 
are  served  with  public  sewers  which  have  given  complete  satisfaction 
throughout  the  year. 

The  scheme  for  new  disposal  works  to  serve  Southstoke  and 
Midford  is  well  in  hand  and  will  be  in  use  early  in  1956. 

The  complete  scheme  to  serve  the  village  of  Priston  was  com- 
menced. 

The  construction  of  the  sewers  to  serve  part  of  southern  Pease- 
down  and  Shoscombe  together  with  disposal  plant  at  Shoscombe 
Vale  was  also  nearing  completion.  The  inhabitants  of  Freshford 
and  northern  Peasedown  have  been  disappointed  by  the  fact  that 
the  schemes  to  serve  their  locahties  have  been  held  up. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Council  operate  a fortnightly  collection  of  house  refuse 
throughout  the  major  part  of  the  district.  An  additional  collection 
vehicle  was  brought  into  use  during  the  year  bringing  the  total  to 
six.  Eighteen  men  are  employed  on  these  vehicles.  The  refuse  is 
disposed  of  on  five  partially  controlled  tips. 

HOUSING 

Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  district 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  owned  by  local  author- 
ity.  

Part  1.  The  total  problem  (as  per  Ministry  Circular  55-54)  ; — 

(I)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion within  the  meaning  of  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  suitable  for  action 
under  Section  11  or  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  

(II)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for 
securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (I) 

Part  2.  Orders  already  made,  etc.  : 

(HI)  Number  of  houses  in  (I)  in  clearance  areas  and  already 
covered  by  operative  clearance  or  compulsory  pur- 
chase orders  or  owned  by  the  local  authority 
(IV)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance 
areas  and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase 


6,271 

1,030 


153 

10 

Nil 
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orders  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  but  have 
not  yet  become  operative  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Part  3.  Action  in  the  first  five  years  : — 

(V)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance 
areas  and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  orders 
are  to  be  made  or  which  are  to  be  purchased  by 
agreement  within  the  five  years  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(VI)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in  clear- 
ance areas  still  to  be  declared  and  which  within  the 
five  years  will  be  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
will  have  been  included  in  a clearance  order  or  a com- 
pulsory order  submitted  to  the  Minister  ...  ...  17 

(VII)  Number  of  houses  under  (III),  (IV),  (V),  and  (VI)  to 
be  patched  (if  necessary)  and  retained  within  the  five 
years  under  Section  2 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  for  temporary  accommodation  ...  Nil 

(VIII)  Number  of  houses  under  (III),  (IV),  (V)  and  (VI)  to 

be  demolished  in  the  five  years  ...  ...  ...  17 

(IX)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already  comprised 
in  operative  demolition  orders)  to  be  demolished  in  the 
five  years  as  a result  of  action  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 


Houses 

erected 

during 

year 

Houses 
in  course 
of 

erection 

Gained 

from 

conversion 
of  large 
houses  or 
buildings 
into  flats 
or 

dwellings 

Lost 

from 

conversion 
of  two 
or  more 
houses 
to  one 

Local  Authority 

134 

95 

Nil 

Nil 

Private  enterprise 

57 

43 

3 

Nil 

Total  

191 

138 

3 

Nil 
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Number  of  Post-war  Houses  erected  from 
1st  April,  1945  to  31st  December,  1955 

Housing 
programme 
for  1956 

By  Local  Authority 

By  private  enterprise 

* 977 

333 

60 

* Note  : — 71  of  the  above  977  council  houses  were  transferred  to 
Bath  and  Bristol  at  the  last  boundary  extension. 


(a)  No.  of  temporary  housing  units  occupied: 

(i)  Prefabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Huts,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

(b)  No.  of  houses  found  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  12 

(cj  No.  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  an  undertaking 

given  by  the  owners  or  following  the  issue  of  Closing 
Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(d)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  ...  ...  10 

(e)  No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  ...  ...  ...  31 

Total  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  362 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  MADE  UNDER  THE  HOUSING 

ACT,  1949—54 

No.  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local  Authority  : 


(1) 

Received 

(2) 

Approved 

(3) 

Rejected 

(4) 

Under 

Con- 

sideration 

(3) 

Withdrawn 

Apps. 

No.  of 
houses 

Apps. 

No.  of 
houses 

1 

Apps. 

No.  of 
houses 

Apps. 

No.  of 
houses 

Apps. 

No.  of 
lioiises 

31.7.49— 

31.12.54 

5 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

During  year 

29 

29 

22 

22 

4 

4 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Totals 

34 

34 

25 

25 

5 

5 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved 
Average  rent  fixed 

Total  amount  of  grants  paid  during  the  year 


/240 

y?7 

£3,199 
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MILK 


Number  of  registered  distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  ,,  registered  dairy  premises  ...  ...  ...  17 

,,  ,,  licensed  dealers  of  designated  milk  ...  ...  29 

,,  ,,  supplementary  licences  issued  to  distributors 

whose  dairy  is  outside  the  district  ...  ...  5 


Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designa- 
tions Specified  Areas)  Order,  1952,  and  the  inclusion  of  our  district 
in  a “specified  area”  whereby  all  milk  retailed  must  be  graded, 
licences  were  issued  to  the  various  dealers  as  follows  : 

To  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  23 

,,  ,,  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

,,  ,,  Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  8- 


Sampling 


Designation 

Samples 

Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Tuberculin  tested 
Tuberculin  tested 

8 

8 

— 

pasteurised 

23 

23 

— 

Pasteurised  ... 

25 

25 

— 

Sterilised 

7 

7 

— 

ICE-CREAM 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  : — 

{a)  Manufacture  and  retail  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

{b)  Manufacture  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Retail  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

The  whole  of  the  ice-cream  sold  in  the  district  is  prepared  and 
produced  by  well-known  wholesale  manufacturers  who  supply 
modem  containers  for  storage  at  the  retailers.  No  action  was 
necessary  at  any  of  the  premises  and  all  the  samples  taken  were 
placed  in  Grade  I except  two  which  were  placed  in  Grade  II. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  or  bacon  factories  in  use  at  the 
present  time.  Duriog  visits  to  food  premises,  shops,  canteens  and 
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cafes  the  following  foods  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption including  tinned  foods  which  were  damaged. 

143  lb.  of  beef  7 tins  of  meat  products 

27  lb.  of  pork  19  ,,  fruit 

21  tins  of  milk  11  ,,  fish 

There  are  26  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Informal  action  was  taken  under  the  bye- 
laws in  respect  of  4 premises. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


During  the  year  the  work  of  rat  destruction  and  prevention 
has  involved  the  inspection  and  treatment  of  premises  as  follows  ; — 


Type  of  premises 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 
treatments 

Private 

802 

137 

Business 

60 

7 

Farms 

68 

— 

Public  sewers 

2 

2 

Refuse  tips  and  housing  estate  sewage 
plants 

29 

19 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  persuade  occupiers  to  correct 
any  conditions  in  their  premises  favouring  the  harbouring  of  rats. 
The  public  has  generally  been  very  willing  to  co-operate. 


CAMPING  SITES 

Number  of  permanent  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  ,,  individual  movable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  65 

An  additional  camping  site  for  14  caravans  has  been  licensed 
during  the  year.  This  licence  was  granted  after  consideration  with 
and  approval  by  the  Planning  Authority  in  the  hope  that  further 
siting  of  individual  caravans  in  the  Bath  environs  will  be  minimised. 
Action  is  to  be  taken  at  the  end  of  the  year  by  the  Planning  Authority 
in  respect  of  many  of  the  41  caravans  individually  sited  at  Whit- 
church. No  serious  difficulties  have  arisen  during  the  year  apart 
from  those  resulting  from  requests  to  provide  dustbins  and  to  remove 
unsightly  structures. 


INDUSTRIES 

The  main  industries  of  the  district  are  ; — 


Coalmining 

Plasticine  and  Wax  Making 
Joinery  Works 
Paper  Making 
Rag  Flock  manufacture 


Lime  Kilns 
Fullers  Earth 
Rubber  Industry 
Agriculture 
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Inspections  for  purposes  of  health : — 

No.  on 
Register 

1.  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

Inspec- 

tions 

Notices 

served 

are  enforced  

2.  Factories  not  included  above  in 

30 

37 

NU 

which  Sec.  7 is  enforced 
3.  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 

10 

24 

5 

enforced 

1 

— 

— 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  in  respect  of  any  of  the 
42  outworkers’  premises. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


The  number  of  water  closets  is 

6,000  (approx.) 

a a 

„ pail 

1,260 

„ earth  „ ,,  

64 

f} 

,,  chemical  ,, 

140 

Number  of  conversions  to  water  carriage  system  36 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Visits  following  cases  of  infectious  disease 

67 

Disinfections  carried  out 

...1 

41 

Disinfestations  carried  out 

23 

NUISANCES 

Enquiries  in  connection  with  various  nuisances  (by  complaints 

and  by  inspection)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Nuisances  remedied  following  formal  and  informal  action  by 

co-operation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 


GENERAL 

There  is  one  manufacturer  of  rag  flock  licensed  under  the  Rag 
Flock  and  Other  Filhng  Materials  Act,  1951.  Forty-eight  samples 
of  flock  and  coir  fibre  were  reported  as  being  above  the  required 
standard. 

Si.x  dealers  in  old  metal  are  registered  under  Sec.  86  of  the 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

There  is  one  licensed  knacker's  yard  which  has  given  complete 
satisfaction.  It  is  licensed  to  slaughter  horses  under  Sec.  62  (para.  3) 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  or  common  lodging  houses 
in  the  district. 
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KEYNSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  mid  year,  1955  10,350 

Area  of  the  District  4,170  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,420 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3-02 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £622 

Rateable  Value  ^^155,397 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
Public  Health  I nsfector 


Mrs.  M.  Hickling,  J.P. 

A.  R.  Beauchamp,  Esq. 

D.  F.  G.  Lockyear, 
M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


Council  Offices  : Keynsham. 

Telephone:  Keynsham  2345/8. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers,  total  144. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

107 

92 

199 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

109 

93 

202 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

M ales 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1955  20-30 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  10  -19 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  ....  14  -04 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  ; — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ....  ....  ....  8 -61 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  8 -74 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  167,  66  males  and  101  females.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

■ — • 

— 

Measles 

— 

1 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

2 

4 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

,,  ,,  breast  .... 

— 

4 

4 

,,  ,,  uterus  .... 

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms 

7 

3 

10 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

2 

— 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

16 

22 

38 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

15 

28 

43 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

— 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

— 

9 

9 

Other  circulator}^  disease 

3 

6 

9 

Influenza 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

1 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

■ — 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

13 

18 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

2 

2 

All  other  accidents 

2 

3 

5 

Suicide  ....  

— 

— 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

66 

101 

167 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  2 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  1 male 
and  1 female,  divided  as  follows : — 

Under  1 week  ...  2 1 — 4 weeks  ....  — 

1 — 6 months  ..  . — 6 — 12  months  ....  — 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles 

233 



1 

Scarlatina  (Scarlet  fever) 

21 

6 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia  

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

41 

— 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

5 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  .... 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

4 

4 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  

— 



— 

Typhus  ....  

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Plague  

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

305 

10 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Twenty-four  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Total 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

On  register,  1.1.55  

New  cases,  1955  

26  23 
15  9 

- 2 

26  25 
15  9 

Cases  removed  

41  32 
1 6 

— 2 

41  34 
1 6 

On  register,  31.12.55  

40  26 

— 2 

40  28 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

KEYNSHAM  DAY  NURSERY 

A very  good  year  was  reported  from  Hazelwood  Day  Nursery 
regarding  the  health  and  cleanliness  of  the  children.  The  only  cases 
of  infectious  disease  reported  were  2 cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  2 
cases  of  mumps  which  occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  There 
were  25  children  on  the  register  during  the  year,  the  average  daily 
attendance  being  19. 

KEYNSHAM  WELFARE  CENTRE 

The  work  of  the  centre  was  maintained  at  its  usual  high  stan- 
dard during  the  year.  This  was  reflected  in  the  attendance  figures 
which  showed  an  increase  notwithstanding  the  opening  of  the 
Saltford  Weighing  Centre  with  the  consequent  transfer  of  the 
Saltford  mothers  to  that  centre. 

During  the  year  a Mothercraft  Club  was  opened  in  the  district, 
the  leader  of  which  is  the  vice-chairman  of  the  Bristol  Club  who 
now  resides  in  Keynsham.  It  is  thought  that,  from  a social  point 
of  view,  this  Club  will  fulfil  a need  for  the  many  new  mothers  who 
have  come  to  live  in  the  district.  Its  existence  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  detrimental  effect  on  the  attendance  at  the  welfare 
centre. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  rapid  growth  of  Keynsham  in 
recent  years  makes  the  need  for  alternative  clinic  accommodation 
a more  and  more  urgent  one.  It  is  difficult  to  maintain  work  of  a 
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high  standard  in  inadequate  premises  and  child  welfare  work  is  of 
sufficient  importance  to  merit  much  more  congenial  conditions  than 
those  which  the  workers  at  the  Keynsham  Centre  have  had  to 
tolerate  for  so  many  years  now.  The  task  of  finding  a building  of 
the  necessary  dimensions  and  at  the  same  time  conveniently  situated 
has  proved  an  impossible  one  but  the  urban  district  council  have 
done,  and  are  doing,  all  in  their  power  to  provide  the  necessary 
premises.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  country’s  finances  make  it 
possible  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the  type  of  building 
required  the  county  health  authority  will  ensure  that  the  people  of 
Keynsham  have  first  priority. 

The  attendance  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Keynsham 

Total  on  books  at  the  beginning 

Saltford 

Total 

of  the  year 

...  500 

162 

662 

Total  on  books  at  the  end  of  July  507 
Total  on  books  at  the  end  of  the 

150 

657 

year  for  Keynsham 

...  582 

— 

582 

Attendances  : — 

January 

...  106 

12 

118 

February 

...  137 

3 

140 

March 

184 

13 

197 

April  ... 

...  145 

5 

150 

May  ... 

...  146 

7 

153 

June 

...  176 

2 

178 

July 

August 

...  130 

3 

Closed 

133 

September  ... 

165 

— 

165 

October 

...  137 

— 

137 

November 

...  161 

— 

161 

December 

...  114 

— 

114 

1,601 

45 

1,646 

Attendances  for  1954 

...  1,449 

111 

1,602 

On  1st  September,  1955,  97  cards  were  transferred  to  Saltford 
for  children  who  had,  up  to  August,  attended  the  Keynsham  \\’elfare 
Centre. 


SALTFORD  WEIGHING  CENTRE 

Total  on  current  register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year — 21. 
Total  on  current  register  at  the  end  of  August — 68. 
Attendances  at  the  Weighing  Centre  : — 

January  3rd ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

February  7th  ...  ...  ...  38 


March  7th  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

April  4th  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

May  2nd  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

]nne  6th  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

July 44 

August  8th  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 
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SALTFORD  WELFARE  CENTRE 


Attendances 

September  1st  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

15th  ...  ...  ...  46 

October  6th  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

20th  29 

November  3rd  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

17th 33 

December  1st  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

15th 25 
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Twenty-four  cards  for  Saltford  children  were  returned  to 
County  Hall  who  were  either  over  5’s  or  who  had  left  the  district. 
Attendances  for  1954 — 363. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  INSPECTOR,  1955 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  rather  sharp  rise  in  the  rate  of  completion  of  new  houses 
in  1954  and  early  in  1955  together  with  labour  shortages  created  a 
situation  in  which  at  times  it  was  most  difficult  to  maintain  the 
regular  collections  of  house  and  trade  refuse,  in  fact,  for  a short 
period  collections  were  reduced  to  fortnightly  instead  of  weekly. 

The  position  was  eased  towards  the  end  of  the  year  by  the 
introduction  of  a contract  for  dealing  with  a part  of  the  district, 
and  by  the  delivery  of  a larger  vehicle  of  improved  design. 

Disposal  of  the  refuse  continues  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
Unity  Road  site  quite  satisfactorily. 

HOUSING 

The  rate  of  completion  of  new  houses  continued  to  rise  during 
the  year  and  the  total  of  464  new  houses  is  the  highest  number  com- 
pleted in  any  year  since  the  war.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note 
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that  although  the  number  of  Council  houses  completed  is  the  highest 
ever,  it  is  the  first  time  this  figure  has  been  exceeded  to  any  extent 
by  private  enterprise. 

The  survey  of  existing  houses  has  been  completed  and  the 
Council’s  proposals  for  dealing  with  those  found  unfit  for  human 
habitation  has  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
detailed  work  on  this  programme  was  proceeding  and  three  Clearance 
Area  schemes  were  proceeding. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  district  ....  ....  3,420 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  owned  by  Council  ....  945 

(3)  New  houses  completed  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  194 

(6)  By  Private  Enterprise  ....  ....  ....  ....  ■ 270 

(4)  New  houses  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1955  : — 

(fl)  By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  276 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ....  148 

(5)  Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  as  at  31st 

December,  1955  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  160 

(6)  Total  number  of  post-war  houses  completed  to  31st 

December,  1955 : — 

{a)  By  Local  Authority  837 

(ft)  By  Private  Enterprise  ....  622 

(7)  Summary  of  action  under  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(a)  Houses  inspected.  ..  348 

{b)  Total  number  of  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  424 

(c)  Informal  notices  issued  ....  18 

(d)  Informal  notices  complied  with  16 

(e)  Statutory  notices  issued  1 

(/)  Statutory  notices  complied  with  1 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 

Total  number  of  inspections  155 

Informal  notices  issued  ....  ....  . ..  ....  ....  ....  10 

Informal  notices  complied  with  9 

Infectious  diseased  y>..  r ,• 

Enquiries  into  insect  infestation  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Enquiries  into  various  complaints  of  nuisance  ....  ....  32 

Shops  inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  23 

Statutory  notices  issued  

Statutory  notices  complied  with  — 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

All  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  designated  milk  and  has  been  main- 
tained at  a uniformly  satisfactory  standard. 

Thirty-eight  samples  (12  Tuberculin  Tested,  16  Pasteurised  and 
’ 10  Sterilised)  have  been  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
of  which  only  one  T.T.  sample  failed  to  conform  to  the  prescribed 
standard. 


(1)  Number  of  registered  dairy  premises  ....  ....  ....  3 

(2)  Number  of  registered  distributors  ....  ....  ....  9 

(3)  Number  of  producer /retailers  in  (2)  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  licensed  pasteurising  plants....  ....  ....  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dealers’  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  1 

(6)  Number  of  dealers’  licences  to  retail  T.T.  milk  ....  3 

(7)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  to  retail  pasteurised 

milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

(8)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  to  retail  T.T.  milk  3 

(9)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  to  retail  sterilised 

milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(10)  Number  of  inspections  at  dairies,  etc 10 

Bakehouses 

Number  of  bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 


These  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  found  in  satisfactory 
condition. 


Food  Manufacturing  Premises 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

food  under  Sec.  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  9 

Except  for  the  manufacture  of  pickles  these  premises  are  little 
used  and  no  formal  action  in  connection  therewith  has  been 
necessary. 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  or  knackers’  yards 
within  the  Urban  District. 


Inspection  at  butchers’  and  other  food  premises 
i surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

43 

Meat  products  ... 

12 

lb. 

Dried  fruit 

6 

> » 

Tinned  meat 

519 

tins 

Tinned  fruit  and  vegetables  ... 

141 

1 1 

Tinned  milk 

21 

Tinned  fish 

4 

t » 

Miscellaneous  ... 

8 

> > 
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Ice-Cream 

Almost  without  exception  the  ice-cream  sold  by  retail  is  pro- 
duced and  wrapped  by  well-known  wholesale  firms,  who  maintain 
a uniformly  high  standard  in  the  quality  of  their  products. 

During  the  summer  period  a series  of  samples  of  one  brand  of 
ice-cream  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  necessitating  prolonged 
investigations.  With  the  valued  assistance  of  the  Director,  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bath,  a fault  in  one  plant  was  located 
and  rectified,  but  bad  reports  on  samples  continued.  Further 
enquiries  eventually  identified  the  source  of  this  ice-cream  and  the 
information  was  referred  to  the  head  office  of  the  firm  and  to  the 
Public  Health  Authorities  of  the  areas  concerned. 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  : — 

(a)  Manufacture  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Manufacture  and  sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Retail  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

During  the  year  45  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken.  Results 
of  the  tests  on  the  ice-cream  were  as  follows  : — 


Grade  I 

...  21  samples 

Grade  II 

9 „ 

Grade  HI 

10  „ 

Grade  IV 

5 „ 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Rainfall 


Month 

Somerdale  Station 
[Total  depth  in  inches) 

Greatest 
Fall  in 
24  hours 

Date 

January  .... 

2 -89 

0-63 

10th  and  13th 

Februarv 

1 -40 

0-36 

4th 

March 

1 -15 

0-36 

22nd 

April 

0-95  i 

0-46 

28th 

May  

3 -43  1 

0-64 

16th 

June  

2 -83  1 

0-94 

3rd 

July  

0-27 

0-15 

18th 

August  .... 

0-50 

0-19 

19th 

September 

1 -34 

0-43 

13th 

October  .... 

1 -22 

0-43 

5th 

November 

2-74 

0-48 

3rd 

December 

2 -88 

1 

0-62 

29th 

Total 

21  -GO 

— 

— 
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The  whole  of  the  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the 
West  Gloucestershire  Water  Co.  and  practicall}^  all  domestic  sup- 
plies are  obtained  from  this  source.  The  quality  and  quantity  of  this 
supply  have  been  satisfactory. 

As  the  source  of  the  public  water  supply  is  not  within  your  dis- 
trict no  samples  of  raw  water  have  been  collected  by  your  officers. 
Samples  of  treated  water  have  been  taken  quarterly  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  all  have  been  found  satisfactory. 

Chemical  analyses  of  the  water  have  also  been  made  periodically^ 
The  results  indicate  that  the  water  is  moderately  soft  (90  parts  per 
million),  and  slightly  alkaline. 

The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Practically  all  houses  in  the  district  have  a piped  supply  direct 
from  the  main,  but  a few  houses  on  the  outskirts  rely  on  wells  which 
have  maintained  satisfactory  supplies. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

General 

Total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  ...  ...  1308 

Number  of  properties  found  infested  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  properties  treated  by  operator  ...  42 

No  major  infestation  of  rats  has  been  noted  and  residents 
generally  have  been  most  co-operative  in  maintaining  this  satisfac- 
tory position. 

Council  Properties 

These  have  been  kept  under  supervision,  the  only  property 
requiring  constant  attention  being  the  refuse  tip.  When  it  is  remem- 
bered that  this  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  river  bank  some  re- 
infestation from  time  to  time  must  be  expected. 

Sewers 

The  annual  test  baiting  of  sewers  revealed  minor  infestation 
in  some  sections,  and  subsequent  maintenance  treatments  were 
carried  out. 


CARAVAN  SITES 

Six  sites  have  been  licensed  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936.  The  majority  of  this  accommodation  is  per- 
manently occupied.  All  sites  have  been  periodically  visited  and  in 
one  instance  only  has  any  actual  breach  of  the  licence  conditions 
been  noted.  This  concerned  an  excess  number  of  caravans  and 
these  were  removed  upon  request  to  the  owner.  No  recourse  to 
formal  action  has  been  necessary. 
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FACTORIES  AND  INDUSTRY 


There  were  64  premises  on  the  Register  of  Factories  at  31st 
December,  1955.  74  visits  were  made  to  these  and  other  premises 
coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948,  and 
six  informal  notices  w^ere  issued  and  complied  with. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Two  premises  are  registered  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
and  both  are  maintained  in  accordance  with  its  provisions. 
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FROME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  mid-Year,  1955  11,360 

Area  OF  THE  District  1,194  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,588 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3-17 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £284 

Rateable  Value  as  at  March,  1955  £73,315 


Chairtnan  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  ....  

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  .... 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 


H.  M.  Scott,  Esq.,  J.P. 


A.  D.  Framptok,  Esq.,  J.P. 

E.  Hosken,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector, 
M.  R.  I.  P.  H.  H.,  M.  S.  I.  A., 
Hon.  Dip.  in  Advanced  Hygiene 

C.  M.  Holsgrove,  M.S.I.A., 
Cert.  S.I.B.,  Meat  and  Food 
Inspector. 


Municipal  Offices, 

North  Hill  House, 

Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  3231 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


The  number  of  live  births  registered, 
outward  transfers,  total  148. 

adjusted  for 

inward  and 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  77 

66 

143 

Illegitimate  4 

1 

5 

81  67  148 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males  Females 

Total 

Legitimate  — 2 

2 

Illegitimate  ....  — — 

— 

— 2 

2 



— 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1955  

14  -07 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .... 

14  -40 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  .... 

10  -57 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births 

16  -01 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  .... 

11  -05 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 

200  -00 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  152,  78  males  and  74  females.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  ....  ' .... 

— 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

_ 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach.... 

— 

3 

3 

„ „ lung,  bronchus  .... 

2 

1 

3 

,,  ,,  breast 

— 

5 

5 

„ ,,  uterus  

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms 

11 

3 

14 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes .... 

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

9 

16 

25 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

15 

2 

17 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

— 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

17 

20 

37 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

3 

8 

Influenza 

— 



— 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

4 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

7 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

— 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

4 

7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide  .... 

— 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

78 

74 

152 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  3 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  2 male  and 
1 female,  divided  as  follows : — 

Under  1 week  ....  1 1 — 4 weeks  ....  — 

1 — 6 months  ....  2 6 — 12  months  ....  — 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Cases 

Total 

admitted 

Total 

Disease 

Cases 

to 

Deaths 

notified 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Measles  .... 

56 



Scarlet  fever 

28 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  paratyphoid  fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Opthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

- 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  .... 

— 

■ — 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

1 

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  

• — • 

— 

— 

Typhus  

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  ....  

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox 

■ — 

— 

— 

Cholera  .... 

• — 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

Plague 

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning  ....  

— 

— 

— 

86 

1 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Eight  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  There  were  no 
deaths. 


Pulmo  nary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F- 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Cases  on  register,  1.1.55 

31 

13 

3 

1 

34 

14 

New  cases,  1955  

4 

4 

— 1 

4 

5 

35 

17 

3 

2 

38 

19 

Cases  removed  from  register,  1955 

4 

4 

4 

5 

On  register,  31.12.55  

31 

13 

3 

2 

34 

15 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


FROME  WELFARE  CENTRE 

A satisfactory  year’s  work  was  reported  once  more  from  the 
Frome  Welfare  Centre.  The  attendance  figures  again  showed  a 
reduction  on  those  of  the  previous  year  but  this  was  more  than 
accounted  for  by  a drop  in  the  attendance  during  October  presum- 
ably because  of  the  weather. 

The  attendance  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


January  186 

February 203 

March  274 

April  264 

May  260 

June  235 

July  293 

August  259 

September  292 

October  234 

November 227 

December 191 

2,918 


Total  on  Register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  ....  447 

Total  on  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  ....  ....  409 

Attendances  for  1955  2,994 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


HOUSING 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  List  is  now  two 
hundred  and  seventy  four.  No  Council  Houses  were  completed 
during  1955  and  this  has  had  the  effect  of  retaining  a high  number 
on  the  list  who,  it  was  hoped  would  have  been  housed.  Seventy-four 
houses  and  flats  are  however  promised  for  1956. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

The  results  of  the  survey  carried  out  under  the  above  are  as 
follows,  excluding  Council  Houses  and  Business  Premises. 

Number  of  unfit  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  425 

Number  of  houses  not  fit  in  all  respects  ...  ...  1,301 

Forty-four  per  cent,  of  the  unfit  houses  are  in  the  very  old 
part  of  the  town  and  could  be  made  the  subject  of  a Clearance 
Order. 

Council  Houses 

During  the  year  a Tenant’s  Handbook  has  been  prepared  and 
published  by  the  British  Publishing  Co.,  Gloucester,  at  no  cost  to 
the  Local  Authority  and  it  is  hoped  to  issue  this  to  all  tenants  early 
in  1956. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  visits  were  made  and 


notices  served  : — 

Number  of  visits : 

Public  Health  Inspections  including  Meat 

and  Food  Inspections...  ...  ...  ...  2,135 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,179 

Notices  served  and  complied  with  : 

Informal  Notices  served...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  33 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  2 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  1 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  ...  ...  ...  3,870 

The  following  table  shows  sanitary  improvements  made  during 
the  year  1955  : — 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Staircases  and  treads  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.  pans  and  flushing  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  7 
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Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  4 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Downpipes  and  eaves  gutters  cleaned,  repaired  or  renewed  16 
Window  frames  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

The  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  were  visited  on  three 
occasions.  They  are  both  kept  in  a satisfactory  and  clean  condition 
and  serve  a useful  purpose. 

Rodent  Control 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  rats 
II  II  II  II  II  mic( 

Total  number  of  visits  made 


48 

31 

387 


MILK  SUPPLY  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 

FOOD 


(i)  Number  of  registered  distributors  of  milk  ...  5 

(ii)  Milk  Regulations,  1954 

The  licences  in  respect  of  graded  milk  issued 
by  the  Frome  Urban  District  Council  and  in  force 
on  the  31st  December,  1955,  were  as  follows  : — 


Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special 

Designation  “ Pasteurised  ” 

Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special 

Designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 

Dealers’  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special 

Designation  “ Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested  ” .... 


4 

4 

1 


During  the  year  18  samples  of  Designated  Milk  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  all  conformed  to  the  required 
standard. 


Ice-Cream 

Registered  premises  number  38,  but  eight  of  these  retailers  no 
longer  sell  ice  cream.  During  the  year  33  samples  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Bath  and  the  results  of  tests  were  as 


follows  : — 

Grade  I 

...  18  samples 

Grade  II 

13 

Grade  IV 

2 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  slaughterhouse  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily  no  doubt 
due  to  its  supervision  by  the  Local  Authority. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

435 

386 

166 

977 

10,234 

Number  inspected 

As 

killed 

ALL  DISEASES 

EXCEPT  tuber- 
culosis: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 
Carcases  of  which 

1 

2 

7 

7 

27 

some  part,  or 

organ,  was  con- 
demned 

109 

109 

— 

20 

1,157 

Percentage  of 

number  inspec- 
ted affected 
with  diseases 
otherthantuber- 
culosis 

21.8% 

27.7% 

5.3% 

2.1% 

9-7% 

TU  BERCULOSIS 

only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 
Carcases  of  which 

3 

4 

— 

23 

some  part,  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned 

30 

32 

2 

402 

Percentage  of 

number  inspec- 
ted affected 
with  tuberculo- 

sis 

6.8% 

9.3% 

— 

— 

3.8°o 
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OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


1,877  lbs.  of  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption, the  main  items  of  which  were  as  follows  : — 


Canned  Meat  ... 

,,  Fruit  ... 

,,  Vegetables 
Bacon  ... 

Fresh  Fish 
Sausages 
Cereals  ... 

Dried  Fruit 
Carcase  Meat  ... 


lbs. 

658 

209i 

116 

126 

80 

64 

35 

37 

306 


Fourteen  visits  were  made  to  food  preparing 
1955. 


premises  during 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

This  has  been  very  much  used  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
bathers  has  totalled  30,000. 

Daily  readings  for  residual  chlorine  have  been  taken  during  the 
whole  year  and  in  each  case  have  been  satisfactory,  this  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  plant,  the  Bath  Superintendent  and  his  staff. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 

There  were  83  factories  on  the  Council’s  Register  as  at  31st 
December,  1955.  Visits  were  made  to  24  factories  and  five  informal 
notices  were  served  and  complied  with. 

The  number  of  outworkers  contained  in  the  August  List  was 
16,  all  of  whom  were  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  supply  to  the  Urban  District  has  been  satisfactory 
over  the  whole  year.  This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Council’s 
Surveyor  and  routine  samples  were  taken  by  the  public  health 
inspectors,  with  the  following  results  ; — 


Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  satisfactory  samples  ...  30 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  ...  Nil 


One  routine  chemical  sample  was  satisfactory. 


Approximately  300  houses  are  supplied  from  stand  pipes  in 
common  use  by  more  than  one  household. 
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DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Thirteen  batches  of  bedding  were  disinfected  and  five  batches 
destroyed  at  the  request  of  the  owners. 

Seven  rooms  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  and  other 
diseases. 
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FROME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  mid-Year,  1955  10,320 

Area  of  the  District  51,933  acres 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,569 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  2 -89 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  071 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1955  £42,417 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  General  Pur- 
poses Committee 

Public  Health  Inspector 


C.  Cullen,  Esq.  J.P. 

C.  Cullen,  Esq.  J.P. 
C.  H.  Prosser 


Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2625. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  159. 

Males 

Legitimate  ....  76 

Illegitimate  4 


80 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Legitimate  ...  . ....  1 

Illegitimate  ..  . . ..  — 

1 


Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1955  ....  ....  ...  ....  ....  16-64 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  13  -41 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  ....  8 *93 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ....  ....  21  -89 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  22  -74 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  -Nil 


Females 

Total 

77 

153 

2 

6 

79 

159 

Females  Total 
1 2 

1 2 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  106,  61  males  and  45  females.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

4 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

1 

— 

1 

,,  ,,  brc3.st  ....  .... 

— 

3 

3 

„ „ uterus  

— 

— • 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms   

4 

4 

8 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

4 

11 

15 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

8 

2 

10 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

— 

3 

Other  heart  disease  

10 

15 

25 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

2 

4 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

5 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 



— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformation  

2 

— 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

1 

10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

3 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— • 

61 

45 

106 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  4 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  2 male 
and  2 female,  divided  as  follows  : — 

Under  1 week  ....  2 1 — 4 weeks  ....  — 

1 — 6 months  ....  2 6 — 12  months  ....  — - 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles 

35 





Scarlet  fever 

11 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

• — ■ 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup 

■ — 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  paratyphoid  fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

■ — 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

• — 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

16 

— 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

18 

1 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  .... 

2 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

3 

2 

— 

Acute  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  

— 

- — 

Typhoid  fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox 



— 

— 

Cholera  .... 

■ 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 



— 

Plague  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

• 

— 

— 

85 

3 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Five  cases  of  pulmonary  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  was  one  death 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Cases  on  register,  1.1.55 

10 

10 

2 

4 

12 

14 

New  cases,  1955  

1 ^ 

3 

— 

1 

2 

4 

12 

13 

2 

5 

14 

18 

Removed  from  register,  1955  ... 

3 

1 

• — 

1 

3 

2 

On  register  31.12.55  

9 

12 

2 

4 

11 

16 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
WATER  SUPPLIES 


Samples  of  water  have  been  taken  during  the  year  from  the 
following  supplies : — 


Norton  St.  Philip 
Well 

Bilboa  source,  Mells 
Conduit,  Mells 
Chantry,  Mells 
Coleford 


Gaer  Hill  Great  Elm  (pt.) 

Buckland  Dinham  Hemington  (pt.) 

Leigh-on-Mendip  Witham  Friary  (pt.) 

Lullington  (pt.) 

Blatchbridge  and  Woodlands  (pt.) 

Wanstrow  (West  Regional  Scheme — Stage  1) 


Results  of  bacteriological  examinations  and  chemical  analyses 
carried  out  by  the  Laboratories  were  as  follows  : — 


Raw  Water 

T reated  after  going  into 
supply 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

U nsatis- 
factory 

81 

9 

15 

— 

25 

Nil 

3 

Nil 
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PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 


Norton  St.  Philip  Regional  Supply 

The  distribution  area  from  the  above  source  includes  the 
parishes  of  Norton  St.  Philip,  part  of  Tellisford,  Rode,  Beckington 
and  part  of  Hemington.  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory,  both  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

Gaer  Hill  Supply 

These  springs  supply  sufficient  and  wholesome  water  to  the 
parish  of  Trudoxhill  and  part  of  Nunney.  The  remaining  part  of 
Nunney  is  supplied  by  spring  water  from  Holwell,  which  is  also 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Buckland  Dinham 

The  water  position  in  this  parish  is  satisfactory.  There  is  a 
sufficient  and  wholesome  supply  at  the  spring  head,  but,  unfor- 
tunately, the  supply  to  the  village  is  limited  on  account  of  the  small 
diameter  main  from  the  spring  to  the  elevated  reservoir  above  the 
village. 

Coleford 

Coleford  receives  its  water  supply  from  springs  at  Whitehole. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  yield  of  the  springs  was 
barely  sufficient  to  maintain  a satisfactory  supply.  Until  the  West 
Regional  Scheme  Stage  II  is  in  operation,  the  present  water  supply 
will  be  insufficient  for  any  large  number  of  houses  to  be  erected  in 
this  parish. 

Leigh“On-Mendip 

The  yield  of  the  springs  was  more  than  sufficient  for  the  needs 
of  the  village,  and  this  area  has  not  experienced  any  acute  water 
shortage  during  the  year. 

Mells 

The  spring  at  Conduit  and  Chantry  together  with  the  Bilboa 
source,  have  proved  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  village. 
Although  the  quality  of  the  water  is  hardly  satisfactory,  no  shortage 
occurred  during  the  year. 

Wanstrow  and  Upton  Noble 

These  two  parishes  are  now  adequately  supplied  by  the  West 
Regional  Scheme — Stage  I,  which  came  into  operation  during  the 
year.  This  water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Shepton  Mallet 
R.D.C. 
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Selwood 

Parts  of  this  parish,  which  adjoin  the  town  of  Frome,  receive 
their  water  from  the  Frome  U.D.C.  by  means  of  several  bulk 
supplies. 


PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 

The  following  parishes  are  supplied  privately,  and  with  the 
exception  of  that  area  of  Selwood  supplied  by  the  Blatchbridge 
and  Woodlands  Water  Committee,  and  Great  Elm,  all  have  proved 
fairly  satisfactory.  Of  course,  the  quality  in  many  of  the  parishes  is 
rather  suspect. 

In  the  case  of  Great  Elm,  there  was  an  acute  shortage  towards 
the  end  of  the  year.  This  was  due  to  the  diminution  in  the  yield  of 
the  springs. 

As  regards  the  Blatchbridge  water  supply,  shortages  occurred 
from  time  to  time,  but  these  were  entirely  due  to  defective  pipes. 

There  is  only  one  parish  in  the  area  without  a piped  supply  of 
water,  and  that  is  Whatley. 

Laverton 

For  some  considerable  while,  the  water  position  as  regards 
Laverton  has  been  most  unsatisfactory.  Practically  the  whole  of 
this  village  is  dependent  upon  individual  weUs,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
in  the  very  near  future,  the  Norton  St.  Philip  distribution  area  will 
include  Laverton. 

IMPROVEMENTS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
Faulkland  Extension 

During  the  year,  this  scheme  was  completed,  and  apart  from 
teething  troubles,  the  supply  system  appears  to  be  working  satis- 
factorily, but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  residents  have  not  yet 
availed  themselves  of  this  source  of  supply. 

West  Regional  Scheme — Stage  I 

Under  this  scheme,  Upton  Noble  and  Wanstrbw  are  now  sup- 
plied with  water  purchased  from  the  Shepton  Mallet  R.D.C.  Over 
75  per  cent,  of  the  residents  of  Upton  Noble  have  already  connected 
up  to  the  new  main.  This  village  has  now,  for  the  first  time,  got  a 
satisfactory  water  supply. 

North-East  Area  Scheme 

The  above  scheme  was  commenced  during  the  year,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  it  will  be  completed  before  the  end  of  1956.  From 
this  supply,  which  is  being  taken  from  the  Trowbridge,  Melksham 
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and  District  Water  Board,  Rudge  will  be  served  and  the  Norton  St. 
Philip  well  will  be  relieved  of  the  supply  of  Beckington  and  Rode 
if  this  is  found  necessary. 

Blatchbridge  and  Woodlands  Scheme 

Subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Ministry,  it  is  anticipated  that 
this  scheme  will  be  commenced  early  in  1956. 

West  Regional  Scheme — Stage  II 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  above  scheme  is  still  not  under 
way,  as  the  water  position  at  Coleford  and  Whatley  is  far  from 
satisfactory.  In  fact,  Whatley  and  Chantry  rely  entirely  on  indivi- 
dual wells  which  are  totally  inadequate,  as  regards  both  quality 
and  quantity. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Beckington  and  Kilmersdon 

The  schemes  to  provide  sewerage  facilities  for  these  two  villages 
were  completed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
in  each  case  only  part  of  the  village  is  served  by  a sewer,  but  this 
position  wiU  be  remedied  when  the  whole  of  each  respective  scheme 
is  completed. 

Norton  St.  Philip 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  pollution  of  the  WeUow  brook 
continues  in  the  absence  of  a modern  system  of  sewage  disposal  at 
Norton  St.  Philip.  This  unsatisfactory  position  can  only  be  effec- 
tively rectified  by  the  system  of  sewers  and  disposal  works  as  pro- 
posed by  the  Councirs  Consultant  Engineers.  The  final  details  of 
this  much  needed  scheme  are  still  awaited  from  the  engineers. 

Rode 

The  work  of  laying  new  sewers  in  order  to  exclude  all  surface 
water  has  commenced  during  the  year.  When  completed  these 
works  will  enable  the  disposal  works  to  function  much  more  effec- 
tively, as  at  the  moment  they  are  unable  to  deal  with  the  enormous 
flow  they  receive. 

Nunney 

A very  crude  system  of  conservancy  is  used  to  serve  most  of 
this  village.  There  are  two  tanks  which  are  pumped  out  monthly, 
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but  this  is  a very  unsatisfactory  position.  As  I have  mentioned 
before,  an  efficient  means  of  disposal  is  urgently  needed  in  Nunney. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  area  is  still  regularly  served  by  a fortnightly  collection  of 
refuse,  with  a weekly  collection  in  the  parish  of  Coleford.  This 
work  is  carried  out  by  contract,  but  I still  hold  the  opinion  that  a 
more  efficient  service  could  be  provided  if  the  Council  were  to  pur- 
chase a purposely-made  vehicle  and  employ  direct  labour. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  on  four  uncontrolled  tips  at  Nunney, 
Faulkland,  Coleford  and  Oldford.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
Oldford  tip  is  rapidly  filling,  and  in  the  none  too  distant  future  an 
alternative  site  will  have  to  be  found  for  use  by  this  authority  for 
the  disposal  of  refuse  from  the  eastern  region  of  the  district. 


HOUSING 

During  1955,  63  council  houses  and  22  privately  owned  houses 
were  completed.  The  number  of  post-war  council  houses  completed 
now  stands  at  278. 

As  far  as  possible,  all  housing  defects  have  been  dealt  with 
under  the  nuisance  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Council’s  slum-clearance  programme  has  been  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  and  I hope  to 
proceed  with  these  proposals  in  the  very  near  future.  Houses  in 
certain  villages  have  been  ear-marked  for  demolition. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

As  is  the  regular  practice,  periodical  inspections  have  been  made 
of  these  premises,  and  appropriate  action  taken  where  necessary. 

Ice-Cream 

There  is  no  manufacturing  plant  within  the  district,  but  regular 
inspections  are  made  of  premises  from  which  pre-packed  ice-cream 
is  sold. 


KNACKER’S  YARD 

There  is  one  knacker’s  yard  in  the  district — at  The  Mount, 
Frome — and  regular  inspections  of  this  have  been  made  during  the 
year. 
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INDUSTRIES 


The  commercial  life  of  the  district  is  principally  centred  around 
the  following  industries  : — 

Agriculture  Quarrying 

Engineering  Milk  products  (Messrs.  Aplin  & Barrett) 


PEST  DESTRUCTION 

A constant  watch  has  been  kept  on  infestation  by  way  of  surveys 
and  treatments.  Sewers  and  refuse  tips  within  the  district  have  been 
treated  regularly  ; domestic  premises  being  dealt  with  in  response  to 
complaints. 
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